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LICENSING REGULATORY COMMITTEE 
 
Minutes of the proceedings at a meeting of the Licensing Regulatory Committee held in 
the District Council Chamber, South Lakeland House, Kendal, on Monday, 28 March 
2022, at 2.00 p.m. 
 

Present 
 

Councillors 
 

 Helen Ladhams (Chairman) 
  
 

Rupert Audland 
Brian Cooper 
Pete Endsor 

 

Hazel Hodgson 
Kevin Holmes 
Andrew Jarvis 

 

Doug Rathbone 
Ian Wharton 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Alvin Finch (Vice-Chairman), 
Tom Harvey, Helen Irving, Heather Troughton and David Webster. 
 

Officers 
 

Sean Hall Principal Specialist (Health & Environment) 

Neil Gardiner Licensing (Specialist) 

Rachel Ireland Trainee Solicitor 

James Cartwright Case Management - Support Services 

 

LR/18 MINUTES  
 
RESOLVED – That the Chairman be authorised to sign, as a correct record, the 
minutes of the last two meetings of the Committee, held on 17 January 2022 and 7 
February 2022. 
 

LR/19 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
RESOLVED – That it be noted that no declarations of interest were raised. 
 

LR/20 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 - EXCLUDED ITEMS  
 
RESOLVED – That it be noted that there are no excluded items on the Agenda. 
 

LR/21 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 
Mrs Sarah Ibbetson addressed the Committee with regard to Agenda Item No.6 - 
Review of Hackney Carriage Fares representing the local Taxi Association. 
 
Mrs Ibbetson’s first request was that regular fare reviews would occur in the new 
Authority, and she suggested reinstating working groups between Members and Taxi 
Drivers.  
 
Mrs Ibbetson discussed the use of card machines in Taxis which carried a charge of 
anything from 2% to 5%. These costs were incurred by Taxi Drivers and negated the 
fare increase proposed at the last meeting. 
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Mrs Ibbetson suggested no one could have predicted the rise in fuel costs since the 
last meeting, which she declared had been 40p per litre at least. She suggested that 
since the last fare increase cumulative inflation had been 20% at least, leaving Taxi 
Drivers 20% poorer.  
 
Mrs Ibbetson went on to say that the meter fares were often not set at the maximum 
chargeable rate, as competition was key to keeping prices lower. She reiterated it had 
been eight years since the last fare increase and there had been a lot of inflation since 
then.  
 
Mrs Ibbetson finished by referring to two petitions she had gathered that had called for 
an increase to £4.50 for the first mile and £3.50 per mile thereafter. She was also 
concerned that Uber were entering the local market and were able to charge double 
what Hackney Carriage Drivers were.  
 
Mr Andrzej Jedynak addressed the Committee with regard to Agenda Item No.6 - 
Review of Hackney Carriage Fares representing Ace Taxis. 
 
Mr Jedynak said that every business could increase prices but Taxi Drivers could not 
as they relied on the Committee. He further reiterated the impact of inflation and asked 
the Committee kindly to consider the Taxi Drivers proposal.  
 

LR/22 HACKNEY FARE REVIEW 2022  
 
The Licensing Specialist presented the report and began by stating that on 17 January 
2022 the South Lakeland Hackney Carriage maximum fare tariff was increased by 
5.4% by the Licensing Regulatory Committee. The last actual increase having been in 
April 2014. 
 
Two representations had been received from members of the trade. Contained in one 
representation had been a petition. And one representation from a member of the 
public had supported the percentage increase. Another representation had requested a 
25% increase, increasing a tariff 1 fare to £8.00 for the first two miles. 
 
The Licensing Specialist recommended that Committee Members: 
 
(1) Considered the representations received by the Licensing Authority to the proposed 
fare tariff of 5.4%.  
 
(2) Considered whether to: i) Modify the proposed table of fares further, taking into 
account representation(s), or; ii) Make no further modification to the proposed table of 
fares agreed by Members of the Licensing Regulatory Committee on 17 January 2022.  
 
(3) Approved 9 April 2022 as the date upon which the modifications to the maximum 
fares would take effect.   
 
Members were made aware of point 5.4 in the Hackney Carriage policy, which 
described the criteria to be utilised when considering any revision to be made:  
 

 Reasonable and fair to all stakeholders  

 Proportionate with the locality  

 Benchmarked with other local authorities  

 Justified  
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 Simple, and easily calculated  

 Designed with a view to practicality  

 In line with published best practice guidance  

 Mathematically correct and capable of being entered onto a meter  

 Structurally the same for vehicles of different seating capacity  

 Designed where possible to avoid either deliberate or accidental over charging 
 
The Licensing Specialist advised that South Lakeland Licensing Authority had started 
the process of revising the Hackney Carriage tariff of maximum fares on 3 November 
2021 by surveying the Hackney trade via an email consultation. Members had been 
presented with a report on 17 January 2022, which had set out the requests of the 
trade, fare table comparison charts and a national comparison league table with 
neighbouring authorities. The Licensing Specialist went on to remind Members of the 
main results of these comparisons.  
 
At the 17 January 2022 Committee meeting Members had opted for a two-mile fare, at 
tariff 1 to be increased by 5.4%. 
 
The Licensing Specialist reported that as per the Authority’s legal obligation a notice 
had been placed in The Westmorland Gazette which began a consultation period of 
fourteen days from 27 January 2022 to midnight on 10 February 2022. In addition to 
this, the same public notice had been placed on the SLDC website with a further one 
placed on the Hackney Rank in Ulverston. As representations had been received, the 
schedule of changes could not take effect until the Licensing Regulatory Committee 
had considered the representations which had been received.  
 
The Licensing Specialist finished by reminding Members that any movement in 
Hackney Carriage Fares was at their discretion. Fares could have been increased, 
decreased or frozen.  
 
Discussion began between Members and the Licensing Specialist regarding the 
rounding used in calculating the fare increase recommended on 17 January 2022. It 
was recommended that rounding always be upward to ensure that increases did not 
average lower than the approved increase.  
 
Members went on to discuss the economic climate and agreed that inflationary 
pressures were strong and not likely to decrease anytime soon. Due to these pressures 
Members discussed reviewing fares on a regular basis and meeting again in three 
months.  
 
 
RESOLVED – That:-  
 
(1) the maximum Hackney Carriage Fares be increased by 5.4% across all tariffs; 

 
(2) increases be rounded up to the nearest whole pence; 
 
(3) the increases shall take effect from 9 April 2022; and 
 
(4) the Committee shall further review Hackney Carriage Fares in three months.  
 
 
 
The meeting ended at 2.33 p.m. 


